[Pilot study of irinotecan in refractory small cell lung cancer].
Sixteen patients with refractory small cell lung cancer (SCLC) were treated with an irinotecan starting dose of 100 mg/m2 given as a 90-minute iv infusion every week with subsequent doses based on toxicity. Mean age was 64 years; 14 male and 2 female; 4 with limited disease and 12 with extensive disease; all patients pretreated with combination chemotherapy containing etoposide. The overall response rate was 50% (95% CI 25-75%) with no CR and 8 PR. The median duration of response was 46 days. Major toxicities were leukopenia, diarrhea and pulmonary toxicity. Irinotecan was thus an effective agent in refractory SCLC.